
	 	

                                                                                                                                                                                       
          10 June 2016 

Dear Grade 6 Parents 

It is hard to believe that your child's Grade 6 year is almost halfway through and that they 
have but six months left with us on the Senior Primary campus. Time certainly does fly 
and there is much to celebrate with your children as they head towards this milestone in 
their Elkanah House journey. 
 
This year has presented several challenges to both children and parents as it is a year 
which is marked by changes in the way in which your children manage their academics, 
the fact that your children are now taught by subject specialists and the fact that they are 
developing an increased desire for independence which needs to be tempered by the 
growth and development of age-appropriate tools and boundaries. 
 
One of the challenges which has caused alarm for some parents has been the increased 
use of digital notes and Google Classroom. Some parents have requested that the school 
stop using this approach, some have accepted it cautiously, and others have embraced it 
fully. We hope to shed some light on this through this correspondence and invite you to 
read through the information thoroughly. 
 
As a school we hold to certain values and beliefs. Among these are two which are 
relevant to the current debate amongst some Grade 6 parents: 
 

1. We believe that we have a responsibility to act in ways which promote 
sustainability in a world with finite natural resources. 

2. We believe that we have a responsibility to equip our children with digital skills 
as they are growing up in an increasingly technological world. 

 
We live out these beliefs in a number of ways at Elkanah House. You may have heard the 
term ‘paperless’ being mentioned several times as a reason for offering our notes in a 
digital format. The goal of this strategy is not necessarily to scrap all paper use in the 
school but rather to find ways to reduce drastically the amount of paper used. We will 
continue to look for ways to reduce the consumption of paper while at the same time 
developing strategies for improved learning. Whether notes are in digital or paper format, 
it is how these notes are utilised for learning which really matters. We suggest that your 
child uses their digital notes as a starting point for creating their own mind-maps and 
summaries for study purposes. We will show your children how to use certain iPad tools 
to annotate their digital notes should this method work better for them. 
 
For the past two years, your Grade 6 children have had the opportunity to use iPads in 
their learning. This has given them new opportunities to engage with their academics and 
has allowed our teachers to utilise technology in exciting ways in the classroom. As we 
continue to build on these experiences and develop our iPad skills both as teachers and 
learners, our children are using their devices in new ways.  
 



	 	

 
Our Grade 6 team has embraced the challenge of integrating technology more effectively 
in their teaching and in their classroom management. This has also given our Grade 6 
pupils the opportunity to grow and develop new skills. While at times the pupils have 
embraced these seamlessly, there have been times when they have needed more 
guidance. This has been given to them, and continues to be given, by their teachers.  
 
Whilst our Grade 6s in years to come will transition into this digital learning experience 
more easily, given that they are now using Google Drive and other tools from Grade 3 
onwards, your children do not have this foundation. This has meant that the increased 
use of tools such as Google Classroom has required deliberate and measured assistance 
from the teachers. This assistance has included teaching our children how to manage 
their Google Drive folders, managing their emails through their school Gmail account and 
an introduction to using Google Calendars to manage their workload. Teaching children 
these skills equips them to utilise Google Classroom more effectively as a Learning 
Management System.  
 
We acknowledge that this has been a learning curve for parents, teachers and pupils. We 
also realise that this way of managing notes and learning is quite different to what we 
experienced as children when we were at school. This is why we continue to pass on 
information to parents through the termly iPad Update letter and other guides published 
on the Digital Learning blog. You can find this information here: 
 
Digital Learning Blog - http://tinyurl.com/ElkDigiLearn 

Parent Access to Google Classroom - http://tinyurl.com/ElkGCParents 

Parent iPad Advice - http://tinyurl.com/ElkParentAdvice 

All iPad Communication - http://tinyurl.com/ElkCommunication 

iPad FAQs - http://tinyurl.com/ElkiPadFAQ 

Google FAQs - http://tinyurl.com/ElkGoogleFAQ 

Current App List - http://tinyurl.com/ElkAppList2016 

Please ensure that you familiarise yourself with the contents of the above as this gives 
you the knowledge you require to engage more positively with your child and his/her 
teacher in terms of their digital learning. 
 
As we continue this exciting Grade 6 journey, we wish to remind you that our goal is 
always to keep effective learning foremost and to give your children effective, dynamic 
learning experiences which challenge, inspire and develop greater understanding of the 
world around them. The use of technology is but one of the ways we choose to engage 
with your children in pursuit of this goal. 
  
Kind regards 

 

Arthur Preston            Karen Stadler            Juliet Kent 
Head of Primary School     Head of Digital Learning: Senior Primary     Grade 6 Head 
 
 
 
 


