
Teachers are 
students too! 
Our teachers make every 
effort to stay abreast of 
current trends. 

This term has been one of learning 
and discovery for our teachers. Some 
teachers attended a workshop on 
‘Making Learning Visible With iPads’, 
while others attended (and presented) 
at the first Digicape Appy Hour event 
(more information on Page 2). In our 
staff FaceTime (professional 
development) sessions we looked at 
understanding Blended Learning and 
how to apply it effectively in the 

classroom. We strive to use technology effectively, in a meaningful way and our 
teachers were set a collaborative Google Slides task to give them a true student 
experience.  Our teachers also took delivery of their MacBooks which replace 
their classroom PCs and the learning curve has been steep, to say the least, but 
through online and hands-on tasks they have made excellent progress!  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iPad Update  
Keeping our parents in touch with their children’s learning
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16GB iPad Full? 
Time to clean up! 
Follow the 
instructions shared 
HERE 

Can’t Find the 
APP List? 
You can find it 
HERE along with all 
other iPad-related 
communication. 

Buying a NEW 
iPad? 
Find the current 
required 
specifications 
HERE.

COMMON SENSE MEDIA  
A Parent’s Best 

Friend  
www.commonsense

media.org
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WHY CODING? 

An interesting article 
about coding: 

https://tinyurl.com/
ElkWhyCode 
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DIGITAL LEARNING BLOG 
Your ONE-STOP shop 

for ALL iPad information 

https://tinyurl.com/
ElkDigiLearn
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MUSICAL.LY - FUN APP, BUT NOT FOR TWEENS! 
Some of our students are using a video social media app called 
musical.ly. This is a social network for sharing user-generated music videos and on 
the surface, seems fun, light-hearted and innocent. Upon doing a little research and 
digging a little deeper, it is clear that this app is not suitable for our students. While 
the app is rated 12+, you have to be 13 or older to sign up and some of the content 
is clearly aimed at 16+ or even 18+.  REVIEW by Common Sense Media.               

http://musical.ly
http://musical.ly
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/musically-your-video-social-network
https://www.imobie.com/support/ipad-iphone-no-storage-free-up-ios-10.htm
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/sp-app-list-2017_final-1.pdf
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/specifications-flyer_updated_mar20171.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/ElkDigiLearn
https://tinyurl.com/ElkDigiLearn
https://tinyurl.com/ElkDigiLearn
https://tinyurl.com/ElkDigiLearn
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
https://www.imobie.com/support/ipad-iphone-no-storage-free-up-ios-10.htm
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/sp-app-list-2017_final-1.pdf
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/specifications-flyer_updated_mar20171.pdf
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://musical.ly
http://musical.ly
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/musically-your-video-social-network


A Snapshot of Term 1 
Time tends to fly when you are busy and 
having fun! Here are some highlights from 
each grade: 

The Grade 4s were so excited to bring their iPads to 
school after learning to look after them properly with 
the iFrame project. They have spent much of the term 
getting to grips with the Google G Suite and they 
have also embarked on their digital citizenship 
journeys, with  Digital Passport. One highlight has 
been the creation of Keynote presentations to share 
unusual collective nouns which, according to Mrs 
Duminy, they thoroughly enjoyed!  

The Grade 5s are now quite comfortable with their 
iPads and enjoy using them creatively. Recently they 
created iMovie documentaries to highlight 
Deforestation during environmental week. These 
documentaries included their own artwork. I have 
seen a few of these and they are really lovely! 

The Grade 6s recently did their first Poetry ILT. They 
used Google Classroom for the instructions and to 
access links and QR codes to research information. 
They also had to create a visual learning tool using 
iMovie for other children to learn more about poetry.  
In Afrikaans they also very cleverly used a 
combination of Chatterpix and iMovie to create 
dialogues about a ‘Ruimtemannetjie’. They were most 
enjoyable to watch.   

Miss Crous reports that this term the children have 
been extending their logical thinking coding 
algorithms. The Grade 4s use code.org, while the 
Grade 5s and 6s use Apple’s Swift Playgrounds. 
Parents, you should give this a try - it’s not as easy as 
it looks! 

 

“Mrs Louw and Miss Crous 
- Appy Chappies!” 

Mrs Jacky Louw (Design Technology) and Miss Crous 
(Art) recently participated in the first Digicape Appy 
Hour. The event, held at Herschel Girls’ School, was 
MC’ed by KFM’s Ryan O’Connor. Teachers were given 
an opportunity to share how they were using iPad 
apps to transform learning and promote higher order 
thinking. Mrs Louw and Miss Crous presented their 
Grade 6 stop-motion animation project, ‘Lights…
iPad…Action!’ and they showcased how they used 
specific apps such as I Can Animate, Popplet, 
Thinglink, iMovie and Explain Everything, as well as 
a blogging platform to deliver content and 
instructions. They did so well that they won the 
challenge and earned themselves some lovely prizes. 
Mrs Louw was also interviewed by Ryan O’Connor 
on the KFM Breakfast Show the next day.                                                              
Well done, ladies - we are very proud of you!
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NOTE: End-of-term iPad clean-up instructions for the 
pupils have been published in the Grade Digital 
Learning Google classrooms.

http://code.org
https://gr6stopmotion.wordpress.com/
https://gr6stopmotion.wordpress.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0f1fMDBk5zOdWtPelBDMldmUm8

