
Three Years of 1:1 iPads 
This July marked the three-year anniversary of the introduction of our 
1:1 iPad program at the Senior Primary. 

What a challenging, interesting and eventful three years it has been! It has been a 
steep learning curve for the teachers, as they adapted their teaching to include the use 
of the iPads. For some it was easier than others; some faced personal fears and 
technology inhibitions, but they all embraced the iPads and invited them into their 
classrooms, embarking on a journey of discovery, learning and innovation. It has not 
always been an easy journey and tough questions have been asked along the way, but 
after three years we can honestly say that we are not sorry that we made the decision 
to infuse the use of technology into our teaching practices and we certainly do not 

regret that the iPad was our device 
of choice. While there is much 
competition now from other tablet 
brands, it is still the leading tablet 
used in education around the 
world.  

The implementation of Google’s  
G Suite and Google Classroom 
has completely changed the way 
in which teaching and learning 
happen in our school. To assist our 
teachers we implemented Friday 
FaceTime sessions in which 
professional development around 
the use of technology in the 
classroom takes place. These 
sessions have been invaluable in 
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iOS 11 - Is My 
Child’s iPad Still 
Supported? 
Read HERE to find 
out. 

Can’t Find the 
APP List? 
You can find it  
HERE along with all 
other iPad-related 
communication. 

Buying a NEW 
iPad? 
Find the current 
required 
specifications 
HERE.

COMMON SENSE MEDIA  
A Parent’s Best 

Friend  
www.commonsense

media.org

1
IOS 11 

Exciting new features 
for education: 

https://goo.gl/pNsL8x

2
DIGITAL LEARNING BLOG 
Your ONE-STOP shop 

for ALL iPad information 

https://tinyurl.com/
ElkDigiLearn
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informing the teachers about best practice and focusing 
mostly on pedagogy, not the technology. Most recently 
the teachers were introduced to HyperDocs, a Google 
platform to encourage deeper learning and ensure that 
sound pedagogy is at the centre of learning tasks. The 
teachers were enthused by HyperDocs and many of them 
jumped at the opportunity to create their own. It was 
wonderful to witness their excitement and it really drove 
home the point that teachers are lifelong learners. 

Our school is considered to be a leader in the field of 
technology use in the classroom and we often host 
visiting teachers from other schools who pop in to come and talk about our approach and how we have 
implemented the use of iPads over the years. It is only when we have these conversations that we realise how far 
we have come since our pilot project was launched in 2012. We definitely do not profess to getting it right all the 
time, and our journey is far from over. As a school, we constantly reflect on our practices and question our 
methods and intentions. In a recent teacher survey, the teachers were asked to look back at the past three years 
and reflect on their learning and teaching with the iPads. Here are some of their comments: 

•The constant training and support available for the teachers is 
wonderful. 

•In my class technology is always used constructively. We have never 
just 'played' on it.  

•I think we have a lovely system is in place. The children use and look 
after their iPads as if they are part of them. They have become part of 
our learning day. The children understand when they are to be used as 
an educational tool and there is a very definite line when they can be 
used for other purposes. 

•The discipline and problems with games has improved over time. The 
pupils are more confident using technology and are in touch with using 
their devices on a daily basis. 

•We have a balance between iPads and working in books. 
iPads have become a necessity in our teaching. They make 
lessons interesting and enable children to create in different 
ways. Google Classroom is a great platform for sharing. 

•Looking at learners coming in from other schools, we 
expose our children to amazing technology usage and skills. 

•We are constantly improving and moving forward. 
Integrated Learning Tasks and Deeper Learning Tasks are 
wonderful. Having someone push us and keep on track is 
important.  

 2

SENIOR PRIMARY 2/17 22 SEPTEMBER 2017



• The students coming up now 
are way more competent than 
in previous years. Reliable    
Wi-Fi has made the world of 
difference.  

• The Technology Superhero Stop 
Motion project is excellent! 

• The children understand that 
the iPad is a tool that must 
always be at school, and many 
of the tasks both teach the kids 
and make them excited to be 
involved. 

Miss Crous Shares Her Expertise! 
Teachers sharing their experiences and learning is vital in education today. 

Miss Simone Crous, Art teacher and Head of Coding at the Senior Primary recently had two 
opportunities to share her classroom iPad practice and her experience with Swift Playgrounds 
for coding.  

At the most recent Digicape Appy Hour, Miss Crous shared how she has gamified her Egypt 
project which runs in conjunction with the Grade 5 Ancient Egypt theme and she shared how 
she has used an iTunesU Swift coding course to teach our students how to use the Swift 
Playgrounds coding app on their iPads.                                                                                                    

At a recent Think Ahead workshop on coding, Miss Crous was one of the presenters and shared with teachers from other 
schools around the peninsula how she has introduced Swift Playgrounds at the Senior Primary. Miss Crous will also be 
facilitating at the Think Ahead holiday coding workshops which will be hosted at the Senior Primary during the holidays. 

We are very proud of Miss Crous for the way she has embraced coding and promoted Elkanah as a leading school in this 
field.  
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Coding Update from Miss Crous  
The Grade 4s have continued through the code.org courses they began in Grade 3.   They are very 
independent as they speak to their peers to problem solve levels before asking the teacher for help, thus 
coding enables a community feeling in the class.  The teachers are excited to see how most of the coders 
are now working their way through course 3.  They are self-driven and enjoy the challenges. 

The Grade 5s and 6s are currently working on the same level, as we are in our second year of coding as a 
subject.  We have some super coders coming top of their classes.  These girls and boys are making their way 
through the toughest of challenges and their questions are stretching the coding teacher in new ways. In 
Term Three these two grades continued their paired journey through Swift Playground’s Learn to Code 1. A  
few coders are heading for the end of Code1: The Fundamentals of Coding.  We are so proud of them. 

In iTunes U the Grade 5s and Grade 6s are up to date and are coding their way through games to get to the 
next practical level.  In the meantime the classes are competing for first place in the race to the end of Code 
1.  At the moment the Kites and Louries are winning the race; not for long though as the other classes are 
quickly able to beat them again. 

SENIOR PRIMARY 2/17 22 SEPTEMBER 2017

http://code.org
http://code.org
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APPS AND WEBSITES THAT PARENTS OF TWEENS AND TEENS SHOULD BE AWARE OF 
Not everything found online is evil or bad, nor does danger lurk behind every 
website or app your child might come across. Some, however, are best for 
Tweens and Teens to steer clear of until they are old enough to use them wisely 
and in a mature fashion.  Often the app itself is not the danger, but the manner 
in which it is used by children who make bad choices is the problem. 

Cyber bullying is a very real danger and I recently heard of two cases where 
apps have been misused by teenagers who created false accounts. One was a 
false Instagram account used to lure a follower into inappropriate behavior which resulted in cyber 
bullying and another was a false iMessage account which was, thankfully, spotted before it could be 
used for mischief.  

The bottom line is that if you are going to allow your child to be on social media, you HAVE to equip 
yourself with the knowledge of how the app works and what the best settings are for your child. You 
have to be prepared to walk alongside your child as they navigate through these waters. You also have 
to know the age restrictions and why they are in place. They are there not only for your child’s privacy 
and protection, but also because younger children are simply not ready to be on social media. They lack 
the emotional intelligence to deal with what they are exposed to and situations they might find 
themselves in. 

Also, as you have paid for the device and supplied it for your child, you have the right to access it at any 
time. Make this explicitly clear to your child. Know the passcode for the device and check it regularly. Do 
this not to stalk your children, but to protect them from inappropriate behavior such as cyber bullying. 
You have the right to do so, and in my opinion, the duty to do so as a concerned parent. 

Banning access to the internet is not the solution. Our children need to learn how to use the internet 
responsibly and they also need to be taught strategies for dealing with issues such as cyber bullying or 
accidental access to inappropriate content, should they arise. The first step is always to TELL AN ADULT 
(a teacher or a parent/guardian). Children are not equipped to deal with such issues other own. 

Be on the look out for websites such as qooh.me, which allow strangers to ask questions about any 
topic. It’s definitely not an appropriate site for Tweens. Here are some interesting and informative articles 
for parents (click on the words to access): 

It’s 10 P.M. Do You Know What Apps Your Children Are Using? 

Facts About Instagram for Parents 

Parent Advice
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iOS 11 - Why we ask you not to update immediately 

When a new iOS is rolled out, IT departments in schools often ask that iPads are not 
updated until testing and trouble shooting can be done in order to avoid major 
issues such as apps not working, AirPlay issues and bugs that need to be ironed 
out. This usually entails holding off for a month or two. 

App developers need time to catch up with iOS updates and they often wait to do 
so until the update is stable. With iOS 11 32-bit apps will not work because iOS 11 
will only support 64-bit apps. This has a major effect on a number of the older apps.

http://qooh.me
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/06/style/teen-apps-bullying.html?mcubz=0
https://netsanity.net/instagram-parents-info/
https://elkict.wordpress.com/parent-advice/
http://qooh.me
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/06/style/teen-apps-bullying.html?mcubz=0
https://netsanity.net/instagram-parents-info/
https://elkict.wordpress.com/parent-advice/


Photography Competition 
The 2017 Senior Primary iPad Photography Competition 
was recently launched. Please encourage your children 
to take part. The competition runs until 13 October, so 
there is the opportunity to take amazing photos during 
the holidays! There are wonderful prizes to be won. 

Please remind your children that: 

• Only photos taken on an iPad may be entered into the 
competition. 

• Only photos taken between 1 September 2017 and 13 
October may be entered. 

• Only photos taken by the pupils themselves may be 
entered - no moms, dads or siblings etc. 

• Only entries submitted via the Google Form in the iPad 
Photography Classroom will be considered. 

We cannot wait to see all the wonderful entries! 
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NOTE TO PARENTS:                                                                

End-of-term iPad clean-up instructions for the 
pupils have been published in the Grade Digital 
Learning Google classrooms, but we appeal to 
parents to ensure that these have been followed. 

Some iPads are looking very grubby and dirty, and 
many of the covers need a good clean or even 
replacement, as they are worse for wear. 

Your assistance is appreciated!
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HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS 
Think Ahead has an exciting holiday programme planned for the October school holidays. Two of these workshops 
will be hosted at the Senior Primary campus from 4 - 6 October. Click HERE to access the flyer. 
Please note: 
* There are limited spaces available. 
* Parents can book their children for either Coding (2 days)/ MakerSpace (1 day) OR they can book at the bottom of 
the invitation for BOTH and enjoy a discount. 
* Costs include snacks, all materials needed and a certificate. Suitable for Grades 4 - 9. 

Miss Crous will be present at these workshops and she is looking forward to having some of your children join her 
there!

https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/cape-town-holiday-programme.pdf
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/cape-town-holiday-programme.pdf

