
Looking back at Term 1 
Term 1 has certainly been a whirlwind term! I am 
sure that you are all looking forward to a holiday 
just as much as we are. 
 
This term saw the introduction of the iFrame 
Programme for the Grade 4’s. It was the first time 
we have implemented such a programme, and 
feedback from both the pupils and the teachers is 
that it was a very worthwhile experience. It served 
to prepare the Grade 4’s for safe and responsible 
use of their own iPads, and was run over a four-
week period. Next year this period will be a little 
shorter, because both students and their teachers 
were very eager to begin using their iPads, especially 
with the introduction of coding into the curriculum.  
 
Once the Grade 4’s had their iPads at school, there 
was no stopping them. Soon they were accessing 
information, creating their own work and learning in 
leaps and bounds, building on the firm foundations 
set in Grade 3. Please ask your children to show you 
their Rosa Parks Puppet Pals projects – they are 
worth a watch! They were also introduced to Digital 
Passport which will teach them to be safe and 
responsible digital citizens. They are busy with their 
modules. Once completed, they will receive a 
certificate in acknowledgement of their learning. 
 
Two iPad workshops were held for our new Senior 
Primary parents and they were very well attended 
and received. All the information that was covered 
was sent out to the new parents in an email. Should 
you also want to access this information, see the link 
below. 
 
In Grades 5 and 6 the students and teachers have 
been honing their skills and working on building on 
what they have learnt in the past year. Deeper 
Learning Tasks will continue, with two such tasks 
planned for Term 2. I look forward to seeing what 
the teachers and children produce. 
 
We are focussing more on blogging this year. The 
idea is to encourage our students to write for a 
wider audience. Every child has his/her own blog and 
we will soon share these with you so that you can 
comment on your children’s posts and share in their 
writing experiences.  
 
Thank you to all our parents for your support in our 
technological journey. Without you, this would not 
be possible. I have created a new Digital Learning 
blog where I have posted all the current iPad 
information and created a FAQ page for parents. 
 
Happy iPadding! 
 

Important Links (Click on words to access) 

 

All iPad-related Communication  
 

Elkanah Parent Toolkit  
 

Appropriate or Not? 
 
Parent Workshop Information 

 

Holiday iPad 
Management 
To ensure that Term 2 gets off to a good start, 
please take note of the following: 
 

 Make sure the software is up to date – 
iOS 9.2.1  

 Please clean up the iPads. Save Term 1 
work within apps such as Pages, Keynote, 
Book Creator, iMovie, Photographs and 
videos to a Term 1 folder in Google 
Drive, so that storage on the iPad is 
maximised. 

 Clean up Photos – delete unnecessary 
photos and videos from the Camera Roll.  

 Make sure all APPS are updated before 
the start of the new term.  

 There is NO change to the App List 
for Term 2. 

  
Games on the iPads 
 

A decision has been taken to continue to 
allow games on the iPads. However, we again 
appeal to you to please limit the number of 
games on your child’s iPad to a maximum of 
6 games, to reduce the temptation factor and 
save storage space. Also, please take note of 
AGE RESTRICTIONS of games you 
allow. By allowing your child access to games 
not intended for young children, you 
inadvertently expose other children to games 
their parents might not allow. 

A Word of Caution… 
We were recently made aware of an incident 
where someone was faced with a very large credit 
card bill for in-app purchases made over a period of 
time. To prevent this happening to you, you can do 
one or more of the following: 

• Set Restrictions on your child’s iPad 
and set it up so that you do not allow In-
App Purchases ( 

• Remove your credit card details 
from your Apple ID on the iPad. 

• Set up iTunes to require a 
password each time a purchase is 
made (if the parent manages the Apple 
ID). 

• Make sure your Apple ID credentials are 
up to date (that the email you use is 
still current and valid). 

• Set up Family Sharing so that your 
child has to request purchases from you 
– and you can decline them. 

• Use iTunes Vouchers for purchases 
instead of a credit card (not for Family 
Sharing). 

 

iMessage on the iPad 
As per Mr Preston’s recent letter, messaging apps 
such as iMessage, while a very useful and 
convenient method of communication, can be 
harmful if not used wisely or responsibly. The 
group messaging feature in iMessage can be very 
useful, but can also be very irritating when not used 
appropriately. In light of this, we do not encourage 
our Grade 4 pupils to make use of this feature and 
we even go as far as to recommend disabling it until 
the Grade 4’s are mature enough to deal 
responsibly with this form of messaging. 
Should you still want your child to make use of 
iMessage, please make sure that you monitor your 
child’s discussions and interactions – and make sure 
that they are only speaking to people they know 
personally. 
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