
Looking back at Term 2 
Our students have learnt so much this term! The 

term started off with the installation of new 

computers in the IT Centre, which took 

adjustment for some. Since then it has been 

plain sailing and wonderful learning. From 

efficient management of their Google Drives and 

Gmail, group collaboration in Google Slides, 

showing their thinking and making their learning 

visible with Explain Everything in Maths, creating 

food show orals to demonstrate their 

understanding of food groups for NS, creating 

Afrikaans orals in Puppet Pals to creating 

amazing stop motion videos in a Design & 

Technology/Art project, with a Skype session or 

two thrown in, our students have certainly had 

rich and stimulating experiences this term. Add 

to this the launch of our first-ever iPad 

Photography Competition, and we certainly 

have tried to create educational, stimulating 

opportunities for our students. 

 

The teachers continued to work on Deeper 

Learning Tasks this term, some of which have 

been mentioned above, and they are really 

getting to grips with creating tasks and projects 

that go beyond substituting pencil and paper 

with the iPad. Our journey continues and teacher 

reflection forms an important part of this 

process, as do the FaceTime sessions held with 

each grade twice per term. There have been 

great discussions during these sessions, along 

with training in areas as requested by the 

teachers. Google Classroom has taken off in a 

big way, with many of the teachers saying that 

this is the one tool that has had a significant 

effect on their way of teaching and 

communication with their students - so much so, 

that the Grade 6 NS Cycle test was, in a 

successful experiment, shared via Google 

Classroom. For parents who found working in 

this manner a challenge, pages with Google and 

iPad FAQs have been created on the Digital 

Learning blog to address these concerns and 

provided some solutions and helpful tips.  

 

Some of the teachers also attended workshops 

on iBooks Author, Assessment Strategies on the 

iPad and Apple Classroom and they came back 

with many positive tips, thoughts and opinions 

to share.  

 

Last week Friday we were visited by two teachers 

from Collegiate Junior School for Girls in Port 

Elizabeth. They came to talk about and see what 

we are doing with iPads in our classrooms. They 

had many questions, specifically around our 

pedagogical approach to iPads - they wanted to 

see the learning. Our guests were able to see 

three lessons in progress, one per grade, and 

they were very impressed by what our students 

were doing, and when they were left they were 

clearly delighted and impressed with what they 

had seen and heard. It was satisfying to hear that 

we are certainly on the correct path. 
 

Happy iPadding! 

 

Holiday iPad Management 
 

To ensure that Term 3 gets off to a good start, 

please ensure that your child has done the 

following: 

 Make sure the software is up to date – 

iOS 9.3.2. 

 Please clean up the iPads. Save Term 2 

work within apps such as Pages, Keynote, 

Book Creator, iMovie, Photographs and 

videos to the Term 2 folder in Google 

Drive. 

 Clean up Photos – delete unnecessary 

photos and videos from the Camera Roll.  

 Make sure all APPS are updated before the 

start of the new term.  

 There is NO change to the App List for 

Term 3. 

 BACK UP the iPad to iTunes on a 

computer. Not sure how? See HERE.        

It is a good idea to do this at least once a 

term. 
  

iPad Full?  
I have had a number of students visit me 

this past term, complaining that their 

iPads are full. In most cases these have 

been 16GB devices. As the iPad evolves 

and the iOS operating system improves 

with each update, so the software, apps, 

images and videos take up more space. In 

addition to the work within apps on the 

iPad, there is also hidden data that builds 

up over time. This hidden data is referred 

to as ‘Other’ data and consists of browser 

cache, mail cache, mail messages & 

attachments, game data etc. Sometimes 

the only one way to get rid of it is to 

restore the iPad to its original state. Please 

see the tips HERE on how to address this 

issue. 

Grade 6 Stop Motion 

Project 
Our Grade 6s recently completed their 

Superhero Stop Motion project run 

collaboratively by Mrs Louw and Miss Crous. 

This project has been running for a few years 

now, but it is one that I remain very proud of. 

Each year it gets better and if you take into 

account that all the task information and 

instructions are communicated to the students 

via a blog which they are required to follow, 

and you look at the end-product videos, you 

will realise the amount of work that goes on in 

the background to produce a 30-second video. 

Well done to Mrs Louw, Miss Crous and the 

Grade 6s! Please take a few minutes to view 

their work here (click on the words):  

Grade 6 Stop Motion Playlist 

 
 

Parent Communication 
It is very important for us as a school to 

maintain an open channel of communication 

with our parents, especially as we appreciate 

the fact that there are parents who are not 

confident in using technology themselves. In 

order to address this issue and some other 

questions that have been asked, we have made 

various pieces of information available to our 

parents over the past three years. All this 

information is pulled together, for ease of 

access, in the Digital Learning Blog. We 

appeal to all parents to please take time to 

browse through this information and to take 

note of the contents.  

More Important Links         
(Click on words to access)  

 

Elkanah Parent Toolkit  
 

Appropriate or Not? 
 

CURRENT APP LIST 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B28IPBUaTPxQNHRoQ1UtYWlEQTA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B28IPBUaTPxQNHRoQ1UtYWlEQTA/view?usp=sharing
https://support.apple.com/en-za/HT203977
http://www.imore.com/how-find-and-remove-other-files-iphone-and-ipad
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3D6OzrOo90Wu2QuAa2GGsNrP7PByLH40
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3D6OzrOo90Wu2QuAa2GGsNrP7PByLH40
https://elkict.wordpress.com/
https://www.smore.com/ngggd
https://www.smore.com/ngggd
http://goo.gl/Ia3v7u
http://goo.gl/Ia3v7u
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/sp-app-list_2016_updatedfeb.pdf

