
A Year in Review 
Whilst we embarked on the 1:1 iPad journey in July 
of 2014, we have now come to the end of our first 
full year with 1:1 iPads in our classes. What an 
interesting, sometimes frustrating, yet exciting 
journey it has been. Along with our pupils we have 
learnt so much over the past year! 
 
The year started off on a somewhat shaky note with 
many network and Wi-Fi issues, but as the year 
progressed and the network was upgraded and our 
Wi-Fi was improved, so our iPad experience 
developed and grew in leaps and bounds. The staff 
continued with regular professional development 
and training in our FaceTime sessions on Fridays. As 
they were exposed to new tools, especially with the 
implementation of the Google Apps For Education, 
so their confidence grew too. In creating and 
developing Deeper Learning Tasks the teachers 
were encouraged to focus on this catch phrase - 
“Used Effectively, or Simply Used?”, based on a 
presentation by Beth Holland that I attended at the 
iPad Summit held in Johannesburg in February. Their 
tasks had to take into account a model for teaching 
and learning called the SAMR model (Substitution - 
the most basic use of technology, Augmentation, 
Modification, Redefinition - the most sophisticated 
use of technology). This model is used 
internationally to assist teachers in effectively 
infusing the use of technology in their lessons. They 
were also tasked with creating tasks that gave pupils 
a chance to make their learning visible. The teachers 
rose to the occasion and designed tasks of a high 
standard. The final step of the process is reflection, 
and the teachers spent time collaboratively 
reflecting on the tasks, looking at what worked and 
what needed improvement.  
 
In July we returned to school and received the news 
that our internet had been upgraded. Fibre had 
arrived and we had a 100MB connection! No more 
slow internet! What a difference it has made. That, 
along with the implementation of Google 
Classroom, has had a huge effect on how the 
teachers view the use of technology in their 
classrooms. The ability to set tasks, assign them and 
have them submitted by the students for assessment 
via Google Classroom, has really been a “WOW” 
moment for many of the teachers. 
 
As a school we still stand by our statement that not 
all tasks are iPad tasks. Our pupils must still read 
real books, write or draw with pens and pencils and 
run around outside. However, by infusing 
technology into their classrooms we are striving to 
make their learning interesting, relevant and 
enhanced. We want to develop creators, thinkers 
and innovators. Did we get it all right over the past 
year? Definitely not, but we are constantly reflecting 
on our implementation and will continue to improve 
and tweak as we go along. However, we are on the 
right track and with the whole school move to a 
complete Apple platform, our pupils will be well 
prepared for what lies ahead in the High School. 
These are definitely exciting times! 
 
I wish you all a very Blessed Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year. May you enjoy the holidays 
with your children! 
 
Happy iPadding!  

  

End-of-Year iPad 
Management 
To ensure that the new year gets off to a good 
start, please take note of the following: 
 
   We would like all iPads updated to iOS9 

(9.1 is the latest update). No iPads still on 
iOS8 will be allowed on the network in 
January. For instructions on how to do this 
look here: http://bit.ly/iOS9_update  

   Please clean up the iPads.              
Remove old work within apps such as 
Pages, Keynote, Book Creator, iMovie, 
Photographs and videos, so that storage 
space is maximised. 

   Work that the pupils would like to keep 
can be uploaded to their Google Drive. 

   Sign out of Google Classroom (new 
Classrooms will be assigned in the new 
year). 

   Please provide a robust and 
protective cover for the iPad – one 
which protects the corners. (See previous 
communication in this regard). 

   Parents, PLEASE read all prior 
communication regarding the use of social 
media and age restrictions.  

   Another reminder – no “jailbroken” 
iPads will be allowed on the school 
network. 

 
Games on the iPads 
While we still ask you to limit the 
number of games you allow on your 
child’s  iPad, this issue will be 
addressed in more detail at the 
Grade Meetings to be held in January 
2016. 

Please Note: 
   Pupils in Grades 5 and 6 must bring 

their iPads to school from the FIRST 
day of school in January. 
 

   The Grade 4 pupils must only bring 
their iPads in on 18 February 2016. 
This will give them time to settle in to 
Grade 4 and find their feet before having 
to manage their iPads at school. We 
have an iPad Orientation programme 
planned for the Grade 4 pupils. 

  
 
Important Links for 
Parents  (Click  on  words  to  access)  

  

All iPad-related Communication  

 

Elkanah Parent Toolkit  
 

Appropriate or Not? 
 

App List for 2016  
 
 
 

There  are  a  few  additions  and  revisions  to  
the  App  Lists  for  2016  –  please  take  note  of  
these.  

  

Please make sure ALL 
apps are UPDATED. 
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