
Looking back at 2016 
This year has largely been one of consolidation and 
more meaningful adoption of the Google apps (now 
known as G Suite). 
 
This year has also seen the teachers become more 
even more comfortable with the technology in their 
classrooms and their adoption of Google Classroom 
has changed their way of teaching forever. It has 
enabled the teachers to push out instructions, 
information and announcements to the students, as 
well as enabling them to communicate with their 
students in a whole new way. It has also served as a 
central place for work to be shared, easy for the 
students to access and submit work too. 
 
As a school we pride ourselves on including 
technology in a seamless manner, where necessary 
and most effective. However, we are still very 
cognisant of the fact that at this age level (10 – 12 
years), children should still be writing and drawing 
and working with books and on paper. It is our 
belief that our blended approach is most beneficial 
for our students.  
 
Technology highlights of 2016 include: 
 

 The iFrame Programme run with the Grade 
4 students in which they had to look after a 
mock iPad for a period of time, before they 
were allowed to bring their own iPads to 
school. A novel, yet effective way of easing the 
Grade 4s into the responsibilities associated 
with looking after an iPad. 

 The first iPad Photography Competition 
held in June/July. Wow, what talented pupils we 
have! This competition will definitely be 
repeated in 2017. 

 Skype calls with Mrs Bernhardt’s brother-in-
law in Thailand. He teaches English to Thai 
children and we were able to connect with him 
with two of the Grade 5 classes.  

 Cycle tests done online with Formative. Mr 
Bellwood took this brave step with the Grade 
4s and it worked extremely well. This will also 
be done again in 2017. (Not for all cycle tests). 

 Mystery Skype calls with a few of the Grade 
6 classes. What a fun and interesting way to 
learn about the world. We hope to do more of 
these with more classes in 2017. 

 As always, the Grade 6 Superheroes 
Animation project run by Mrs Louw and 
Miss Crous. It is unbelievable how much work 
goes into this Technology/Art/English stop 
motion animation project. All the instructions 
are given via a blog: 
https://gr6stopmotion.wordpress.com/ 

 The 100 Word Challenge – a select group 
of students were invited to participate in this 
writing challenge and we were very impressed 
with the standard of their writing. We will 
definitely repeat this challenge in 2017. To read 
their writing, take a look at the 100 Word 
Challenge Blog: http://ehsp100wc.blogspot.co.za/ 

 
Thank you to our wonderful teachers and their very 
capable students for a fantastic year.  
 
We wish you all a very Blessed Christmas season.  
See you all in 2017. 
 
Happy iPadding! 

 

 

 

End-of-Year iPad 
Management 
 

To ensure that 2017 gets off to a good start, 
please take note of the following information. 
 

Some work might already have been done in class 
with the teachers, to clean up the Google Drives 
and mail inboxes, but please make sure that: 

 Clean up the iPads. Any work that the 
students want to save should be saved to 
Google Drive and removed from 
the iPad, so that storage on the iPad is 
maximised. 

 Clean up Photos – delete unnecessary 
photos and videos from the Camera Roll. 

 
RECOMMENDATION – especially for 16GB 
devices (but not mandatory):  

 BACK UP the iPad to iTunes on a 
computer. Not sure how? See HERE. It is 
a good idea to do this at least once a term. 
 

 RESTORE the device from the back up. 
This will wipe it completely to clear any 
excessive ‘Other’ storage (hidden data). 
You can then download the required apps 
again (at no extra cost, since you have 
purchased them already). This page gives a 
clear explanation: https://goo.gl/gTjhzz 

 
GAMES 
Just a reminder to limit the number of games on 
your child’s iPad. Other than being a huge 
distraction, games take up a lot of storage space. 
 
 

JAILBREAKING  
Your child might come home and talk about 
jailbreaking his/her device.  This is NOT allowed 
at school. Please read this document to learn 
more about jail breaking: 
https://goo.gl/XtifDo 

 

Please Note:  
 

 Pupils in Grades 5 and 6 must bring 
their iPads to school from the FIRST 
day of school in January.  
 

 The Grade 4 pupils must only bring 
their iPads in on 6 February 2017. 
This will give them time to settle in to 
Grade 4 and find their feet before 
having to manage their iPads at school. 
We have an iPad Orientation 
programme planned for the Grade 4 
pupils. 

 

iOS 10 - IMPORTANT 

Please note that from January, all devices must be 
updated to the latest version of iOS 10. The 
current version is 10.1.1, but this could change at 
any time.  
 
Unfortunately there will be no more updates for the 
iPad 2, as it is no longer supported from iOS 10 
onwards.  
 

Your co-operation in this regard is appreciated. 
 
 

Important Links (Click on words to access) 

 

Digital Learning Blog 
(Contains all current/past iPad communication etc.) 
 
 

APP Lists for 2017  
There are some additions to the App Lists 
for 2017. Please take note of these and make 
sure ALL apps are UPDATED. 
 

Grade 4  
 

Grade 5 
 

Grade 6 

 

  

 

 

 Karen Stadler | Head of Digital Learning                                   Elkanah Senior Primary | iPad Update 4 | December 2016     


