
 

Why iPads? 

As a school, have given due diligence to our iPad programme which we embarked upon way back in 2011, with the 
arrival of the iPad 2. We ran an in-depth pilot programme, first with shared devices, to investigate the iPad as a tool for 
learning. After much research and investigation into best practice in other schools both locally and overseas, we 
decided that the iPad was the best tool at the time for our needs. As a result in 2014 we launched our 1:1 iPad 
programme. We have built up a very stable and robust programme which now runs into the High School until Grade 9 
and then from Grade 10, the students move on to MacBooks. Our whole network is set up for Apple devices and no 
Android devices can run on it. We review the programme regularly and our research is ongoing. At this stage, we still 
believe that the iPad is the best tablet for our purposes. Some of our reasons for this are: 
 

● It is a robust device with a long lifespan - we are still using 2012 iPad 2s at our Senior Primary campus. 
They are slower and run on a previous iOS, but they still work and run the apps we need. 

● The iPad’s good battery life means that students can use the device the entire school day before needing to 
recharge it. 

● One platform (Apple), one operating system (iOS 11) running the same apps makes for a smooth user 
experience for both teacher and student. 

● The Apple ecosystem makes it easy for teachers and students to share work easily in a format that is 
accessible to all. 

● Apple TVs in every classroom make projection and display of work from the iPads and staff MacBooks 
simple and seamless. 

● The Apple App Store is very secure and the vetting process to get apps into the App Store is rigorous and 
trustworthy. 

● Apple has made a concerted effort to provide support for education. This includes teacher development, a 
specialised education section on the App Store and support for schools. Their educational offering is 
beyond what any other platform offers at this stage, which is a huge value-add. 

● Network security is less of a concern, as Apple security is very robust and is rarely, if ever, under threat 
from viruses, malware etc. This is a huge factor for us as a school. The same cannot be said for Android 
devices. 

● iPads also require minimal technical support. Providing IT support for many variants of Android devices 
makes it very difficult for both teachers and our IT department to support both teachers and pupils. 

● Parental controls, especially for parents with other Apple products, are excellent. 
● The iWork apps that come FREE with all new devices i.e. Pages, Numbers, Keynote, iMovie and 

GarageBand. To purchase these apps would cost in the region of at least R600. 
 
We try to use free apps wherever we can, but this is not always possible. The paid apps we have listed in our App 
Lists have been selected for the possibilities they bring to the classroom. One does not have to purchase these apps 
again and all future updates will be available at no extra cost. We rarely request more apps in a year, although this is 
possible if the teachers request a specific app or a new app is released. 
 
Our focus as a school is on pedagogy and the use of these devices as a tool for creating more than consumption. The 
iPad, with the quality of apps and support from Apple, lends itself well to this task and we are satisfied that there is still 
no true competition in the educational space. 
 
In terms of pricing, Apple has made a concerted effort to adjust its pricing, and the prices of their latest devices are 
very competitive e.g. the entry-level iPad 5the Generation is R3999.00 and the iPad 6 is R4899.00. 
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