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Tech Update  
Keeping our parents in touch with their children’s learning

SENIOR PRIMARY 1/18 07 DECEMBER 2018

DIGITAL LEARNING 
BLOG 

Your ONE-STOP shop 
for ALL iPad 
information 

2

Need iPad 
Information? 
At your fingertips 
HERE. 

NEW! Updated 
App Lists - 2019 
There are some 
minor changes. You 
can find them 
HERE. 

Buying a NEW 
iPad? 
Find the updated 
specifications flyer 
HERE.
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COMMON SENSE MEDIA  
A Parent’s Best 

Friend  
www.commonsense

media.org
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IMPORTANT - Please note: 

• Grade 4 pupils must only bring their iPads to 
school on Monday, 5 February 2018. This will 
give them time to settle in Grade 4 and find 

their feet before having to manage their iPads 
at school. An iPad orientation programme is 

planned for the Grade 4 pupils. 

• Grade 5 & 6 pupils to bring their iPads on the 
FIRST day. 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
https://elkict.wordpress.com/
https://elkict.wordpress.com/parent-communication/
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/02-specifications-flyer_updated_2019.pdf
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
https://elkict.wordpress.com/
https://elkict.wordpress.com/parent-communication/
https://elkict.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/02-specifications-flyer_updated_2019.pdf
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The Grade 4s started off the year 
with the iFrame programme 
which teaches them how to look 
after their iPads responsibly 
before bringing them to school. 
They delved into Hyperdocs this 
year, with the students having to 
work through Hyperdocs in Social 
Science (History of 
Communication), Natural Science 
(Space) and Mathematics (ILT - 

Tourist Attractions). A Hyperdoc is “a digital document—
such as a Google Doc—where all components of a learning 
cycle have been pulled together into one central hub. 

Within a single document, students are provided with 
hyperlinks to all of the resources they need to complete that 
learning cycle.”   They also incorporated apps such as 
iMovie, Keynote, PicCollage, DoInk Green Screen, 
Puppet Pals, Book Creator and various others and used 
them to make their learning visible on their iPads. In the IT 
lessons they learnt about sending emails and how to blog. 
They also completed their Digital Passports to become 
good digital citizens, used online tools such as a timeline 
creator to make a timeline of their own lives and also made 
good use of the Google tools such as Google Drive, 
Google Slides, Google 
Maps and Google 
Drawings to enhance their 
learning, whilst also still 
using the Microsoft tools 
such as Word and 
PowerPoint. They even 
got to use Minecraft to 
learn about stage design in 
Drama! 

THE YEAR THAT WAS! 
Our students are very fortunate in that they are exposed to 
a variety of tech platforms. They work on their iPads in the 
classrooms where they are exposed to the world of Apple 
through a variety of apps, as well as the G Suite (Google 
apps for Education). Then, in the weekly IT lessons they 
use a variety of tools which include Microsoft Office, the G 
Suite and a number of online tools as well. Through 
integrated lessons designed by their teachers they learn 
to navigate their way around not only tablets, but 
computers too. This is a unique approach to ICT - one we 
are very proud of.   

To ensure that we stay abreast of what is happening in the 
educational  technology space, our teachers attend 
workshops and presentations where they are exposed to 
new tools and ideas and are able to experience what is 
happening another schools too. In April Mrs Stadler 
achieved her Google Level 1 and Level 2 Educator 
certifications. Other workshops relating to iPads in the 
classroom were also attended by some of the teachers 
throughout the year and in July we hosted, in conjunction 
with OpenEd, a tech workshop for teachers called Get 
Your Share On where some of our teachers were able to 
share how they were using the G Suite in their teaching.  In 
August Mrs Stadler, Mrs Bernhardt, Mrs Louw and Mrs Peel 
(Prep schools) had the privilege of attending a full-day 
workshop with Alice 
Keeler, an American 
teacher who is a Google 
Guru of note. They came 
away with a lot to think 
about and certainly with 
some ideas to use in their 
classrooms. 

The Grade 5s progressed in a similar vein, incorporating the 
iPads in creative and innovative lessons in the classroom. 
Specific highlights were using a combination of a 
playdough model and the ExplainEverything app to 
demonstrate their understanding of the build of South 
Africa in Social Sciences and incorporating hand drawn 
pictures into an iMovie video to raise awareness of 
deforestation in Natural Science. Another highlight was a 
Skype call the Rainbirds had with a Grade 5 class in New 
Jersey, USA, in which the water crisis in Cape Town was 
discussed. That was really interesting and fun! In IT they also 
added to their blogs and learnt about tagging and 
commenting appropriately on each others’ blog posts. They 

also developed their design skills to create Afrikaans 
posters in MS Word and Anti-Cyberbullying posters with 
QR Codes in Google Drawings, as well as moving life 
cycles in MS PowerPoint.  In Design & Tech they put their 

creativity to the test 
by using Google 
Sketchup to design 
unique and creative 
products.
They also had great 
fun when using 
Google Forms to 

create their own 
Gunsteling 

I DESIGNED A TORCH. I CHOSE THIS DESIGN BECAUSE IT IS A ONE OF A KIND IT WAS SUPER 

DIFFICULT TO DESIGN THIS. IT USES U.V LIGHT. IT HAS A ONE YARD FIELD OF SHINE.
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The Grade 6s had an interesting year. They work very 
independently and through discovery, navigated their way 
through various apps and ICT tools. A definite iPad 
highlight this year was their Social Science Histogram (fake 
Instagram) Project where they had to use modern 
technology/social media to tell the story of historical 
explorers such as Vasco da Gama and Bartholomeu Dias, 
all created in Keynote. They had to create a comment 
giving a fact about the explorer, including hashtags and an 
appropriate picture. 
The Design & Tech 
Superhero/Villain 
stop motion 
project is a hit every 
year and this year it 
was a little different 
because they 
included the use of 
green screen 
technology in their 
stop motion videos. 
In IT they worked collaboratively using the G Suite and 
Blogger and also used online tools such as Thinglink for 
their Superhero projects and to create a virtual tour of the 
Senior Primary for the new Grade 4s of 2019. Some of the 
students participated in a Student Blogging Challenge 
which extended them and exposed them to the inner 
workings of a blog. As part of their Explorers module in 
Social Science, the Grade 6s collaborated to create 
websites using Google Sites. This was a first and it worked 
out very well and was enjoyed by the teachers and 
students alike. In Afrikaans they made book reviews in 
Puppet Pals and in Mathematics they used apps such as 
Popplet and ExplainEverything to explain Mathematical 
concepts on their iPads.
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Toebroodjie surveys and they especially enjoyed seeing 

the responses come in! Creating their own Kahoot! 
Quizzes to revise Ancient Egypt was a great hit too.

NOTE:        End-of-year iPad clean-up instructions for the pupils have 

been published in the Grade Digital Learning Google Classrooms. It is 
important that a thorough clean up is done so that the new school year 

can get off to a good start.

In Coding this year, we continued to use code.org and 
worked through Courses 1 - 4. Many students completed 
two or more courses this year. We focused on developing 
perseverance and true grit i.e. the ability to grapple with 
problems and really make an effort to solve these 
independently before seeking assistance. The students 
made good progress in this area. Many of the students also 
participated in the 
Hour of CodeTM, a 
world-wide coding 
event which sees 
children from all 
parts of the world 
participating in this 
annual global 
learning event. 
Without giving too 
much away, Mrs 
Louw and I are working on adding to the current coding 
offering for 2019 and changing it up significantly. Watch this 
space! 

Like it or not, our children are living in an ever-changing 
technology-driven world and as educators it is our duty to 
expose them to a wide variety of experiences in preparation 
for their futures which look vastly different to ours when we 
were children. Balance is also important, especially at this 
age, and firm parental boundaries for screen time and use 
away from school are essential. 

Thank you to our wonderful teachers and their students for 
a fantastic year.  We wish you all a very Blessed Christmas 
and a happy New Year.  Happy iPadding!   

Karen Stadler | Head of Digital Learning | Senior Primary

IPAD IN NEED OF NEW ACCESSORIES? 

Is your child’s iPad cover falling apart? 
Does the iPad need a new screen 

protector? 
Present this VOUCHER at Chrome Import & Distribution, 

Sandown Retail Crossing, Cnr Sandown Road & Wood Drive,  
Parklands, to qualify for a special discount.  

Valid for ELKANAH students and parents only,                                    
on presentation of this voucher.                

https://code.org/
https://code.org/
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