
	
	
	

	 	 	 	
 
 
 

                                
 

				 
	

                                April 2019 
Dear Grade 3 Parents  
 
Wow! So much has changed in our classrooms over the years. Just think back to your 
own experience of school and compare it to what your child experiences each day 
at Elkanah House. Not only have teaching methods changed, but the world in which 
our children live is also vastly different. There was a time when the introduction of the 
lead pencil and paper was a radical shift from chalk and slate, and the introduction 
of the ballpoint pen was major departure from inkwells and fountain pens. 
 
With the advent of mobile technology, we are now presented with new opportunities 
in our classrooms. We have the means to bring the world into our classrooms and to 
equip our children with a new level of creative thinking and sharing, as well as relevant 
digital skills, that they will most certainly need as they grow up in an ever-changing 
global economy.  
 
After being introduced to the use of iPads for learning at the Prep campuses, your 
children are now ready to use their own device in a 1:1 setting in the Senior Primary 
campus. Having launched this initiative in 2014 after over two years of research, hands-
on trials and planning, we are delighted with the progress made.  
 
What a 1:1 program means is that every child in the Senior Primary will require their 
own iPad which will be used as a tool to enhance the learning experience. Our 
teachers are engaged in on-going training in how to utilise this dynamic device to 
reimagine their lessons and to give our children learning experiences never before 
possible. We have chosen the iPad, as our research (at our school and from the 
experience of other schools worldwide) has shown that at present this device presents 
the optimal learning experience for our pupils.  
 
Our Digital Citizenship programme, which allows the pupils to earn their Digital 
Passport, and our very secure firewall at school will both inform and protect your child 
and equip them with the skills needed to be responsible online citizens. We take the 
online safety of our pupils very seriously indeed and will continue to inform and equip 
not only our children but our parents as well. We have put mechanisms in place for 
the physical safety of the children’s iPads to ensure we minimise the risk of breakage 
or theft.  
 
We hope that you and your child will be joining us in Grade 4 next year and ask that 
before you rush off to purchase a device, you read through the attached 
information sheet from our Head of Digital Learning, Mrs Stadler, very carefully. This 
information sheet contains all the information you need to make an informed 
purchase. You can also read through the information we have sent our parents in 
the past year by going to our repository of all our iPad correspondence 
here:  http://tinyurl.com/ElkCommunication. 



	
	
	

	 	 	 	
 
 
 

                                
 

	

What an exciting time to be a child at school! iPads are a fantastic tool for learning. 
They do not replace the teacher, nor do they promise to solve every educational 
challenge. What they can do though, is provide new, dynamic and effective ways to 
learn, to interact and to create. We look forward to bringing you and your child on 
board with our iPad project in 2020.  
 
Please read through the attached information and investigate the correspondence 
already sent to our parents. Should you have any further queries, please email either 
myself or Mrs Karen Stadler (kstadler@elkanah.co.za).  
 
Kind regards  
 

 
Craig Bellwood 
Acting Principal: Senior Primary 
 
 
 
 
 


